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HOMEMAKERS 1  CHAT  Thursday,  October  10,  1940 


(FOB  BROADCAST  USE  OE!) 

Subject:     QUESTIONS  ON  Ii.iPROVING  THE  HOI  IE  AT  SMALL  COST.-    11  Information  from  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineering  and  the  Extension  Service." 
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Most  of  us  would  like  to  make  our  surroundings  more  attractive,  but  sometimes 
we  feel  there  is  little  or  no  money  to  spend  for  improvements.     Today's  mail  re- 
flects this  viewpoint,  although  each  letter  has  its  own  special  problem,  and  comes 
from  a  different  part  of  the  country.     Some  of  the  information  is  supplied  by  the 
state  extension  services,  and  some  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Our  first  letter  is  from  the  wife  in  a  family  that  ha-g  recently  bought  a  farm. 
"The  house  is  greatly  in  need  of  repair,"  she  says.     "We  have  very  little  money  left 
after  buying  the  place.     That  little  must  be  spent  for  the  most  important  improve- 
ments only.    Uhere  should  we  begin?" 

Engineers  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  advise  making  a  systematic 
survey  of  the  property  first.     They  say,   "Note  down  everything  that  needs  attention, 
and  then  divide  this  inventory  into  two  working  lists.     Mark  one  'urgent',  and  the 
other  'desirable. ' 

"Under  'urgent'  put  repairs  that  will  stop  depreciation  and  make  the  house 
sound  and  weathertight .     (Of  course  the  men  and  boys  in  the  family,  perhaps  with 
the  help  of  neighbors,  will  do  most  of  the  structural  repairs,  but  most  likely  the 
wife  will  'keep  after'  them  until  the  jobs  are  done.)    The  roof,  the  foundations,, 
and  the  windows  are  the  first  places  to  look  over. 

"Are  there  any  leaks  or  broken  shingles  in  the  roof,   or  loose  flashing? 
Sometimes  houses  settle  a  little,  and  this  may  show  up  around  the  chimney.  Loose 
siding  and  shingles  on  the  outside  walls  of  the  house  need  nailing,  and  gutters  and 
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downspouts  will  last  longer  if  cleaned  and  painted.    Repairs  to  the  foundation 
are  important  and  cannot  "be  allowed  to  wait.    Look  for  loose  "bricks  or  rotted  tim- 
bers in  the  foundation. 

"Windows  frequently  need  attention.     Make  sure  the  window  frames  are  sound, 
plumb  and  weather  tight.    Caulk  around  the  frames,  repair  broken  panes,  put  invnew 
cords  where  they. are  needed  and  keep  both  sash  and  frames  painted."    This  writer 
should  weatherstrip  the  windows  since  she  lives  in  a  cold  climate,  and  add  storm 
sash.     In  any  region  where  a  furnace  is  required,  weatherstripping  cuts  down  the 
amount  of  cold  air  which  enters  around  the  sash,  and  storm  sash  helps  hold  the 
heat  indoors.    Catches  and  locks  on  windows  may  need  renewing  to  help  make  windows 
tight. 

Insulation  is  a  big  help  in  cold  climates  both  for  increasing  comfort  and 
cutting  fuel  bills. 

"Repair  any  weather- rotted  outside  steps,  and  if  possible  paint  both  steps 
and  porches  for  weather  protection  and  better  appearance." 

"T.hile  making  the  house  sound  and  tight  you  can  think  over  the  permanent 
plantings  you  would  like  and  the  interior  improvements.    Especially  the  heating, 
plumbing,  and  lighting  systems.    Little  by  little  you  can  make  the  house  as  you 
want  it." 

The  next  letter  is  from  a  woman  who  lives  on  a  rented  place.     She  writes: 
"I  can't  get  the  family  to  take  much  interest  in  fixing  things  up.    My  husband  says 
it  doesn't  pay  to  spend  anything  on  somebody  else's  property.     There's  no  money  to 
spare  anyway.    But  I'd  like  to  have  things  look  prettier." 

Many  people,  like  this  family,  forget  that  they  are  the  ones  who  have  to  look 
at  the  unsightly  yard,  put  up  with  the  inconveniences,  and  endanger  their  health 
with  insanitary  conditions  or  broken  steps  or  drafty  windows,  when  by  making  a  lit- 
tle extra  effort  they  could  get  rid  of  the  worst  of  these  common  faults  in  rented 


quarters.    And  perhaps  the  owner  might  consent  to  accept  such  work  as  part  of  the 
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total  rent  for  the  place. 

Now,  here  are  some  things  that  won't  cost  a  cent,  "but  they  will  take  a  little 
teamwork  and  effort  on  the  part  of  the  family.  They  are  all  good  jobs  to  do  in  the 
fall.    First,  outside  the  house: 

One-  you  can  have  a  "grounds-clean-up"  week.     Get  the  "boys  and  girls  of  the 
family  to  pick  up  the  yard  thoroughly.     Collect  all  the  old  cans,  "broken  flower 
pots,  old  wire,  and  other  junk  and  trash  that  accumulates  around  a  yard  and  take  it 
away  to  a  dump.     Then  provide  an  old  "barrel  or  tub  in  an  out-of- sight  place  to  help 
keep  the  yard  clean  in  future,  and  appoint  one  of  the  children  to  see  that  litter 
is  put  in  this  receptacle. 

Two-  Jill  up  mud  holes  and  drain  or  fill  up  low  damp  areas  near  farm  "build- 
ings.   Destroy  "breeding  places  for  flies.    Protect  the  water  supply  "by  having  a 
tight  cover  on  the  well. 

Three-  Make  a  home  grounds  planting  plan  to  shade  and  frame  "buildings,  and 
consult  your  extension  agent  as  to  what  native  shrubs  you  can  plant  this  fall,- 
particularly  those  that  will  grow  fast  and  look  well. 

Four-  Fix  a  neat  play  area  for  the  smaller  children  within  sight  of  the  kit- 
chen windows.     Then  they  won't  litter  the  rest  of  the  yard  or  damage  your  plants. 

Then,  inside  the  house,  see  if  window  panes  need  to  be  puttied  up,  door  knobs, 
locks,  and  loose  hinges  repaired,  or  doors  hung  so  they  swing  conveniently  to  give 
^the  best  use  of  wall  space.    A  safety  convenience  that  requires  only  a  piece  of 
board  is  a  hand  rail  for  the  cellar  stairs.    And  of  course  if  there  is  any  old  lum- 
ber on  hand  you  can  have  extra  shelves  wherever  they  are  needed.     One  frequent  need 
is  for  shelves  for  the  children's  playthings. 
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None  of  these  little  improvements  actually  cost  any  money,  and  these  may 
|)  suggest  others  to  you.     They  are  all  worth  doing  for  the  sake  of  neatness  and  "bet- 
ter appearance. 

Your  state  extension  service  has  many  ideas  on  low-cost  home  improvements 
suited  to  your  locality,  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  information 
on  some  of  the  fundamental  improvements  needed  to  modernize  farmhouses. 
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